Notes on selection of records in FBI's 9/ 1 9/85 incomplete Nosenko disclosures 
Serial Nos in FBIHQ 65-60550 

1) Brennan to Sullivan 2/5/64 begins with CIA's dowing of suspicions about Nosenko 
from its first /contact with the FBI on 2/4 (Serial 2), delayed from CIA's interview 
of Nosenko, who sought it out 1/23/64" 'this time, in Geneva. Without any basis of 
even logical reason the CIA suspects he is a "plant" in "someTSiStS^type of 
operation designed to embarrass the U.S. Government at thetoSsarmament conference 
in Geneva that would be done by the Soviets announcing to the world that the CIA 
endeavored to recruit a Soviet member of the delegation." How silly and how could 
"he FBI believe it? All the CIA then would have had to do is call a press conference 
and play its tapes of its interviews with Nosenko. Ouwf . 

4) Newsp .per clippings, -declassified 10/23/81, including AP photo of Nosenko 

(Repeated refefences to "See addendum." No addendum included. By '190-709-103x1, In 
the FBI's file classifications 190= Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts. 

5) Biography of Nosenko, under 1955, says that when a new KGB department for 
(jeunteintelligence against tourists was created, he was transferred to it and was 

on occasion temporarily assigned to the U.S. Embassy section of the First depart- 
ment of the KGB "due to the fact that he had had some success in recruiting 
American tourists." 

17NR7 by this date, 2/24/64, Nosenko "is now on the Central Intelligence Agency (CIn.) 
payroll for S500 a month." 

27 2/26/64, from UFO re Nosenko interview, repeuts KGB suspicion Oswald might 
be an American "sleeper" agent, (page 2, top) 

28 heavily excised p. 1, ewith even date blacked out, just sent to me, has part 
of a stamp not obliterated "dEC'D - liEidJING ROOM." 

3S9 3/6/64 Hoover to CIA forwards memos on FBI's 2/28 and 3/4 interviews with 

Nosenko, re u swald. Nosehko read and initialed each page, offered to testify in 
secret before Warren Commission. NOTE: THIS BATE SHOULD BE COiiPARED WITH THE TIME 
THE CIA CHANGED ITS TREATMENT OF NOSENKO FROM ALMOST PRINCELY TO SUBHUMAN. 

41? 3/4/64 WFO to FBIHO is incomplete, first page only provided. ReportsNosenko 

likes treatment and FBI's recounting of what he said. What is withheld is what else 
Nosenko said, what follows the colon. 

47NR2 ( anything further eliminated by offcenter xeroxing), 3/5/64 Branigan to Sullivan, 
spells out Nosenko' s account of the basis for the KGB's evaluation of Oswald, "on the 
basis of information obtained from Oswald's Intourist guide and from employees of hotel 
Uic) where O swa id resided in Moscow..." TlitK^ets to the CIA ex poste facto reason 
for claiming to question Nosenko 's bona f ides , his statement that the KGB had no 
interest in Oswald and didn^t interview him. I can only wonder how the press swallowed 
tliat concoction and failed to understand the high likelihood that the x ntourist and 
hotels foif foreigners personnel are not KGB connected. T}ii s is not a record copy 
in the Nosenko file. It is a record copy in a Commission or CIA file. Not Recorded 
in this Nosenko file. The offcenter xeroxing eliminates the area in which the FBI 
usually notes the file in which it is the record copy. 

Serial blacked out, 3/4/64 Branigan to Sullivan, summarizes FBI's Nosenko interviews 
over the five-day period 2/24-28. I suppose that more than one interview is included 
in one of the three FD303s that it sent the Commission, but l'd thought each covered 
the interview of a single day. The record includes the CIA second reason for claiming 
Nosenko was a Soviet plant. Not to disrupt the disarmament conference in Geneva but 
now "to disrupt American intelligence work." (Nojfi of these records includes even a 
suggestion of the CIA's later reason, to disinform about the JFK assassination and 




exculpate the USSR. The FBI's comment on the second CIA alleged reason is that 
ye do not mnraxxgxiiy accppt this analysis as necessarily correct." Page 3 reports 
Nosenko told of the recruitment of Sam J affe," ABC correspondent in Moscow, Jaffe 
denies this and he had been an unpaid FBI informant re the USSR. 

70)? Serial partially obliterated in processing, 4/2/64 Sullivan to fielmont. The 
text is entirely blacked out, except for the introductory sentence arid the one 
in conclusion. That Sullivan advances Nosenko theories that are withheld as Secret 
classification is indicated in the concluding sentence, "Any specifics desired to 
suppor/t the thesis not set forth above will be provided if desired." 

136NR15 This April (rest of date illegible) CIA memo to the FBI is captioned 
with the title of the Fgl's own file on him but the record copy is in a 105 file 
the number of which is illegible, a very large file from what can be discerned 
of the serial. It begins 350 and is likely 3508. Thus there is indication of either 
another Nosenko file or another file in which there is Nosenko information. 

If taken literally , this CIA memo begins with what seems to be unusual, 

"Source (meaning Nosenko)was queried on the OSWALD a ffair on 23 January 1964." 

That is the date Nosenko then first went to thelBSSfc CIA. (He had gone to it 
earlier, I think in ^962.) He had at best only a relatively short part of a day if 
he was to remain unexpected by the USSR people with whom he was, and of all the things 
about which the CIA could have interrogated him at the outset, despite the interest 
in the assassination, is appears odd that they would on that occasion go into the 
assassination when they had expectation of having a great deal of time with him. 

What then follows seems to invalidate the CIA's later excuse for its bestial 
treatment of Nosenko, the claim that he had said that the KGB had not looked into OaasstU* 
potential usefulness and that it had not interrogated him. (see note above re 
Intourist and hotel employees.) When Oswald asked to become a Soviet citizen "The 
KGB decided to look into OSWALR's case to see if tliere was any operational interest 
(.punctuation illegible) which part of the KGB might have use for him and what was 
behind the request. It was decided that OSWALD was of no interest ..." Despite 
the CIA's contrary pretense, there is nothing unusual in this. Oswald did have 
knowledge; of codes and of height-seeking radar, but the KGB knew that the codes 
would be changed with his defection (radar codes) and by then the height-seeking 
radar was no longer-secret. I know of no reason the KGBj^ould have had to have any 
interest in Oswald^and -*• know of no valid reason the CIA has ever advanced. 

_ That Oswald was anti-Soviet in the USSR, which is consistent with his later 
writing, is inconsistent with the official characterization of him and thus the 
federal agencies may want to discount it, but it seems perfectly reasonable to me 
for Marina's uncle to talk to him and k arina "and persuade tKMS OSVLJUD not to 
spread anti-Soviet propaganda after his departure" from the USSR. 

This memo, without indicating whether^there were intervening interviews with 
Nosebko , says he was interviewed on 1/30/64 about "the possible involvement of the 
Soviet government in the assassination of President Kennedy." Nosenko is quoted 
as saying, "No matter how I may hate anyone, but I cannot speak against my con- 
victions and since I know this case I could unhesitatingly sign off of the fact 
that the Soviet u nion cannot be tied into this (assassination) in any way." The 
mattena of KGB fecruitment of Oswald was brought up again. Nosenko then "continued 
that the KGB was frightened of 'OSWALD and would not have discussed such a matter 
(the assassination) with him." On recruitment, "the decision was 'Absolutely not."' 

Nosenko' s knowledge that the KGB continued to have no interest in Oswald comes from 
the fact that after the assassination the KGB did not trust the official papers and 
he, Nosenko, "had to make a complete investigation and even sent several KGB 
staff personnel to Minsk to investigate on the spot." Anything else, despite the 
CIA' s claimed suspicion, would be extremely foolhardy and atypical for any intel- 
ligence agency. _ 

When Oswald tried to get ttaectu to the USSR from Medico the KGB prhhibited it. 




This memo concludes by stating that noise on the tane nf +h* i /o* . 

ZTJ' the T Tly r rt T" USeleSS 5111(1 that subse ^ en t tapes were transcribed!^ “ 
question above about how unusual it seems that on the very first interromtim^aon^ 
was queried about the assassination is buttressed by the fact that the CIA dtself 

3£ Ze^T ned in the " early portion " of " the first *** of the ^S A mfS£g.. 

«. ™ T ataut 

Sl2 UBSR “ Volvemerlt 311(1 because other things of which Nosenko did 6 ™ personal 

S hSa f, th : CIA '° need at thB P utaet be able to sarilfy risSf 

that he was a genuine defector, its beginning with him about the JFK assassination 
does appear to me to be both unusual and for some hidden purpose 

0b£wL/ eai ? the rf 0rd C0py iS elsektere ’ th ^ time the number completely 
2"*“ S " Cret with ^ date of review of classification also Lked 

TeTtll fiSd u°T.\ 0f W0 3X1,1 m ’ is 30 oom P le t'.ily obliterated that 

-ven the fiJ^d office to which it was sent is oblterated as secret The sm -p-m 

“r^d^^th^f £o 

inserted into the main Nosenko file at Serial ^ , , 

stantial part of another file or filL. So£ follow^ 0“" “ ^ 

^ dSta " S ba±nS fUmished t0 the President's To^sliT. 
fW • GIA ? PaSt specifically stated that Jhey desire to furnish the 
Commission any information originating with their Agency, no furthe^rion 
necessary, I have read all in the^Wssion's fill ^ ^ , 

and this possibly important Wosenl^C^ot included in what the CIA tSd^Jf £ 
office ? N° G!bL' hat ^"® h ** ^ the US ^/ C ommunist expert in the SullivE 

IhfXS.i ! 6COrd "° Py file nUHber obliterated in xeroxing, serids Washington Held 

1 36HR48 appears to be identical but isn't. Dates withheld as secret on both 
137NR5 same as above 

article and says Nosenko inquiries should be expected. "CIA then goes on record 
JSLdSrS , l f “f 11 " th ° °“ it0 ' W ° f their assn oy In the United states. 

ssTir-ssi ^ - 

BoS^I y IA . t0 T FBI ’ f °l W r, ^^tt from DDO William W. Wells, "The 

Srief £ seriorE Tf 0V1 ° Seni ?’ SayS th6ir conclus i° n after a comprehensive 
NdtEhv by KiteHigence specialists over a six-month period is "that 

Nosehko was, from the beginning of his contact with this Agency in 1962, and has A 

n!w reT J° !, UP the present time > 3 bona fide defector" and the CIA £ 

now ready to address any matters of special FBI interest. Nothing in the file 




as disclosed reflects any FBI expression of any special interests, 
in a copy of the ^ study " ’ beca^it^oSd bf^’i^jL^bl^' 1 ±7 “ interested 
by the FBI's 2333. 5/ ^ /79, ° r long after testimony for the CIA, 

rrt -*• 

appears in these records. Digest's serialization 

Bo™; 5 ^ 7 ™^ f 33ta « and by tend Tun I. 

.L fS'iTb.s^srjs sf : e ^rL“ ef 5/20/re - 11 *“ 

<“• an ^*^^^ 3 ^bite e 0icep^onall I1 Three U v^th^ro 2 and 1 ^^^ S ^j^ 11 “ 




